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Movement ¢ Transformation * Disappearance
The Fleeting World of Central Asia

Moments can seem eternal — in particular if instances of historical change have a
traumatic impact on what people perceive as their own normality which they identi-
fy with. In human history, such change has arrived in manifold form, more often
than not by means of natural disasters. The fragility of human civilisation has per-
haps to a greater extent than otherwise entered our common awareness in these times
of climate change caused by industrial pollution, but to the communities whose
livelihoods faced annihilation due to sudden movements of the earth, little ice ages
or, not to forget, epidemic disease, the consequences could well nigh become exis-
tential. Much the same goes for warfare. The vicissitues of power struggle between
neighbouring nations, be these tribes akin in culture or rival empires, are usually felt
most intensely by those human communities situated on the margins. This is what
the present volume of the Central Asiatic Journal is about, namely the impact of
imperial movements, man-made disasters but also gradual integration on Central
Asian societies, their cultures and languages.

All twelve articles of this volume, as well as the shorter contributions selected as
reviews and obituary, reflect the sense of this fleeting world of contact and conflict,
as well as dynamism, assimilation and apparent disappearance. Pavel Rykin’s arti-
cle deals with the historical and comparative studies for the Mongolic languages
over the past decades. Rykin’s chief conclusion is that we have been witnessing a
“Great Move East”, namely the linguistic reappropriation of Mongolic linguistics by
native speakers. This poses in itself a variety of challenges, exacerbating the short-
falls in the existing analysis of Mongolic syntax and etymological vocabulary, al-
though the relocation of Mongolic linguistics to Central Asia signifies a reaffirma-
tion of language-based identity. Erhan Aydin’s contribution retraces the earliest
Turkic languages preserved in written format, namely in “runic” texts carved into
stone stelae. Members of the social or state elite during the second Tiirk Khanate had
eulogies incised into stone by masons from China. But what do we know about the
very people who sponsored these texts? Aydin investigates the colophon texts of
Kiili Cor and Tariat in order to find clues towards the identity of the creators and
narrators of these inscriptions. Erdem Ugar follows up with his interpretation of the
Tufluquq inscription in its two separate components. Erected by Tufiuquq, a senior
politician of the Tiirk Khanate, Ugar’s article presents a novel interpretation of a line
which our author entwines with the historical context. Gao Jingyi reminds us of the
transitional nature of language groups emanating from Central Asia, in this case
analysing shared etymologies of Hungarian and Yeniseian. Gao’s article interprets
thirty examples which point towards a common Hunnic origin, a term which is
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meant to encompass both Huns and Xiongnu and which thus validates the etymolog-
ical connection between Hungarian and Yeniseian into a Hunnic language continu-
um. Languages tied to migrating ethnic communities also preoccupy Maksim
Vyzhlakov in his study of Tocharian A, in an article focused on verbs indicating
destruction and disappearance — for certain ethnic groups in Central Asia almost a
somber prophecy.

Kicentai in his article on the crystallisation of the Sibe people in the sixteenth
century as an identifiable ethnic group, occupies amphibious territory when it comes
to the characterisation of ethnicity identified by lingustic pertinence. From their
migration westwards to the Ili fluvial basin until their recognition as a separate na-
tionality in the Republican era after 1911, the close relationship between Sibe and
written Manchu retained both groups in a close embrace, which only the energetic
textual pursuits of Sibe scholars could bring into a more realistic balance. Wang
Yingzi takes us to the other side of the Qing empire’s northern border territory in her
examination of the challenges which the Late Qing Reforms of 1907 brought along.
The Mongolian Jerim League found itself being subdivided into three different pro-
vincial units within Manchuria, whilst retaining close links with the Mongolian
leagues and banners to the west, where the administrative reforms were never fully
implemented. The government measures and population movements connected to
the Late Qing Reforms in the early twentieth century further underline the fleeting
nature of Central Asian civilisations. The Manchus — or rather their ethnonymic
predecessors the Jurchen — also feature in the following paper by Christopher At-
wood. In his analysis of a passage of the Secret History of the Mongols, three gener-
als from the Jin dynasty are referred to (Ile, Qada and Hobdgetiir), whose existence
is also confirmed in references located in Chinese sources as well as in Persian texts
on the Mongol empire. Following a thorough analysis of all the relevant sources in
Mongolian and in Persian, this paper scrutinises the linguistic variants of these
names against the background of Kitan and Jurchen morphology. “Qu Bogetiir” is
thus identitifed as “Qu the Hunchback”, a moniker which followed the old soldier
ever since his battles against the Song. Alexander Kim takes us further to the East,
actually riding with us on horseback into the border territory between the Russian
Far East, Manchuria and Korea. In his analysis of the archaeological evidence, from
equestrian culture (use of horses in transport, warfare, hunting) to equine osteology
(bone fragments indicating use as food and for ritual purposes), Kim concludes that
the horse played a vital role in Bohai and Jurchen societies. Relying on these small-
sized animals introduced by the Mohe, the Bohai and Jurchen expanded — literally
on horseback — into the territory of the today’s Russian Far East. In the next article,
by Liu Haiwei, we are again introduced to the fleeting nature of the central Asian
cultural corridor. Contrasting evidence of Prince Ananda, grandson of Qubilai Khan,
who pursuant to the Persian Jami al-Tawarikh converted to Islam and persecuted
believers of other religions, with evidence from Chinese, Korean and Tibetan
sources, we realise to our wonderment that Ananda actually adhered to Buddhism
and Daoism. The same sources do not question his conversion to Islam, but certainly
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cast doubt on the claimed persecutions against non-Muslims and that he, on the
contrary, extended protection to other religious groups in his territory. Shioya
Akifumi pursues the Muslim route, by studying the life and influence of Sayyid Ata,
Sufi saint of great acclaim in the post-Mongol Eurasian steppes. In his analysis of
the chronicles of the Qongrat court, the Firdaws al-igbal, as well as field surveys
conducted in the Khanate of Khiva in 1873, Shioya argues that the Qongrat rulers
combined religious ideals with their political aspirations, ultimately enabling the
Qongrat military conquest of the Aral region. In a final article, Nurken Kuzemba-
yev allows us to dwell in the same region, in his scrutiny of the Azkish lands re-
ferred to in Muslim sources. Hitherto, the geographical localisation of the Azkish
remains incomplete but is is important for our knowledge of the historical geography
of Kazakhstan and Central Asia during the Middle Ages. By analysing the writings
of authors such as Ibn Khordadbeh, Ibn al-Faqih and Al-Idrissi, Kuzembayev allows
for a localisation within Northern Balkhash and Central Kazakhstan. Once sources
in Arabic are taken into account, their territory could feasibly have reached Central
Syrdarya in the south-west. In terms of its territory, economy, advanced administra-
tion the use of the “khakhan” title for Azkish rulers, the state of the Azkish becomes
a historical certainty.

Having taken our readers through the fleeting world of Central Asian linguistics,
historical sources, archaeological evidence and, not least, cultural continuity with the
present, it remains for me to thank our patient technical editor Dr Petra Himstedt-
Vaid, who with typical perseverance and attention to minute detail allowed us to
take this volume to the printing press.

Lars P. Laamann
December 2021
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Christopher P. ATWOOD

Ila, Qada, and Qu the Hunchback: Three Jin Generals in Mongol
Historiography

In the Secret History of the Mongols, §251, three Jin-dynasty generals are men-
tioned. Scholarship has traditionally read their names as Ile, Qada, and Hobogetiir.
Previous commentators have associated Ile and Qada with the generals known in
Chinese as Ila Pu’a and Wanyan Heda, but have not been able to identify the so-
called Hobogetiir. Similar versions of these names occur in the Persian histories of
the Mongol empire. This paper considers all the sources and produces improved
readings for both the Mongolian originals and for the Persian versions of these
names. The correct Mongolian readings of the names are Ila, Qada, and Qu Bogetiir;
the correct original for Qada’s corrupt name in Persian should be Qaday Wangsay.
The paper then explores the many variants of these names showing how the variants
document Kitan and Jurchen morphological processes. The name Qu Bogetiir is
explained as meaning “Qu the Hunchback™; this in turn may be identified reliably as
the Jin general known in Chinese as He-Shilie Yawuta. The surname He-Shilie is
shown through consideration of the Kitan and Jurchen versions to be equivalent to
Mongolian Qu, while the “hunchback” (Mo. bdgetiir) is shown to be derived from
the nickname which he acquired during his battles with the Song dynasty in 1206.

Keywords: Yuan dynasty, Secret History of the Mongols, Jin, Kitan, Central Asia
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Erhan AYDIN

Who were the Narrators of the Old Turkic Inscriptions? A Study of the Kiili
Cor and Tariat (Terh) Inscriptions

It is known that some of the Old Turkic inscriptions written in runic texts were
erected by the owner of the inscriptions themselves, while others were erected by
their relatives or the dignitaries of the government. The engravings of the texts in the
inscriptions of the second Tiirk Khanate were carried out by the stonemasons sent by
China. As a result, these lines are relatively more even and the height of the letters is
almost the same. It is not possible to observe this order in other inscriptions. Aside
from the engravings of the texts, who were the people who narrated the events that
would create the texts? In this article, relevant information will be given about the
people who were mentioned in the colophon texts of Kiili Cor and Tariat inscrip-
tions. We will thus be able to understand the identity of the people who created the
inscriptions, who remembered and narrated the events.

Keywords: Old Turkish, Old Turkic Inscriptions, the inscription of Kiili Cor, Tariat
inscription, narrators
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GAO Jingyi &1 dm—
Huns and Xiongnu identified by Hungarian and Yeniseian shared
etymologies I1

The present paper is a continued and enlarged version of the same title by the same
author published in Central Asiatic Journal 56 (2012/2013). This approach identi-
fies Hungarian and Yeniseian shared etymologies (etyma) and discusses their com-
mon Hunnic origin (including Huns and Xiongnu). Using etymological methods, the
present study has demonstrated 30 Hungarian and Yeniseian shared etymologies.
Some of them form six (6) consonant correspondences and two (2) vowel corre-
spondences, altogether eight (8) regular sound correspondences with sound changes.
These regular sound correspondences validate the etymological connection between
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Hungarian and Yeniseian. This Hungarian-Yeniseian etymological connection sup-
ports the Hunnic language continuum.

Keywords: etymology, historical linguistics, comparative linguistics, regular sound
correspondences, Hunnic
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The Development of Sibe Ethnic Awareness: With Special Consideration of the
Sibe People of the Ili River Basin

In the sixteenth century, the Sibe people emerged as a unique ethnic group, and they
remained a unique ethnic group after their migration to the Ili River basin. When
after 1911 the Republic of China created many ethnic systems, the Sibe gained offi-
cial recognition as an independent ethnic group. Although the creation of a writing
system is an act of ethnic construction, the Sibe written language could never break
free of its close relation with Manchu. The construction of ethnic groups and the
creation of scripts stimulated the development of ethnic histories compiled by the
Sibe scholars. It is due to their textual research on the origins of the Sibe that this
people can now regard themselves as an ethnic group in its own right.

Keywords: cthnic groups, the Sibe people, the Sibe script, ethnic history, Jurchen

510 N T T A A 2 DA 3 RS B 85 2

ToNtAD, BATE IR TSR0 SORE b B DAt e — MR SL AR, B AR A
TR AR LA [R ek th i A 584 l%,Eﬁlﬁﬁﬁi%Eﬁ%§%%ﬁMﬁ%
FRSLIIAE . AR SO TR AR B EEAT A, (B R EA SRR AN 1
AR SO DI 28 o A 10 A S I?%ﬁﬁ,&ﬁTﬁMﬁﬁ%T%%ﬁi
(o], LR 025 8 A e ae I — (DB I (SR ZE R A o A B AT g 2 Lk
2oy R 5 55 T SC R B

BSEE RAE, BinR, $iass, Rk, LR



XII Abstracts

Alexander A. KM

The Horse in Bohai and Jurchen Societies — Based on Osteological Studies from
the Southern Part of the Russian Far East

The horse played an important historical role in Bohai and Jurchen societies. Both
the Bohai and the Jurchen peoples were originally nomadic groups and used horses
intensively for military activity, hunting, transport and for sacral aims, too. How-
ever, the horses used in both societies were small in size and did until relatively
recently not exist in the Russian Far East. The goal of this work is to deliberate by
means of osteologial and historical analysis the origins of the medieval horse in the
Russian Far East.

Keywords: horse, Bohai, Jurchen, Far East Russia, osteology
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Nurken E. KUZEMBAYEV

Ethnopolitical History, Kinship Structure and Culture of the As (Az) Tribe in
Central Eurasia

The complex of ethnopolitical history, kinship and culture of the Central Eurasian
As tribe (or Az) is considered in this article. The work is based on historical, archae-
ological and ethnographic sources, as well as data of historical toponymy. Originat-
ing from the Great Yuezhi K H [X as the ethnopolitical union which created the
Kushan Kingdom and which opposed the Xiongnu empire, the tribal union of the As
became subsumed into the Wusun 5%, Tiirks, Tiirgesh, Karluk Qaghanats, the
Qarakhanid and Oghuz states and the Kimek and Kipchak khaganates. The collated
data identifies of the Tuxsi with the Tokharians, the As with the Asiani, as well as
the Azkish as known from Muslim sources. Our research also suggests the principal
As settlement to be located in a region encompassing Semirechye, the Altai, eastern
and southern Kazakhstan, the eastern Aral Sea region, Tuva. Populations with ethnic
ties stretch into western Kazakhstan and the Ural region. Our analysis of the histori-
cal sources and the ethnographic materials has shown that the Diiriit and the Yeta
tribes, who came from the eastern Iranian Yuezhi, belonged to the As. The article
attempts to retrace the stages of the ethnopolitical history of the Yuezhi in the an-
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cient and medieval history of Central Eurasia and to point to their affiliation with a
number of Turkic peoples.

Keywords: As, Azkish, Kazakhstan, Syrdarya, Tokharians, Great Yuezhi
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Liu Haiwei 2172
Rulership and Representations:
Reconsidering the Religious Identity of Prince Ananda

According to the Persian source Jami al-Tawarikh, Prince Ananda, a grandson of
Qubilai Khan, converted to Islam and persecuted other religions in his domains. By
analysing Chinese, Korean and Tibetan sources, this article shows that Ananda pat-
ronised Buddhism and Daoism. While these non-Persian sources do not dismiss
Ananda’s Muslim identity, they call into questions the narrative that he persecuted
non-Islamic beliefs. This article argues that Ananda’s Muslim identity did not pre-
vent him from protecting the different religions in his domains. Furthermore, this
article shows that Ananda was respectively represented as a pious Muslim, a devoted
Buddhist, and a virtuous ruler in Muslim, Buddhist, and Chinese sources. It argues
that the different representations of Ananda resulted from two inter-related factors,
the rulership adopted by Mongol rulers to exert influence in the different cultures of
their subjects and the inclination shared by the Islamic, Buddhist and Chinese histo-
riographical traditions to identify the Mongol rulers with their respective cultures.
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Keywords: Ananda, Jami al-Tawarikh, Islam, Mongol rule
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Pavel RYKIN

Mongolic Historical and Comparative Linguistics:
State-of-the-Art and Recent Advances

The paper provides a bibliographical survey of monographic publications in the field
of Mongolic historical and comparative studies that appeared in the last four dec-
ades. It covers scholarly literature on general historical and comparative linguistics,
historical phonology and writing systems, historical and comparative grammar,
etymological studies, Middle Mongol philology, and modern Mongolic language
varieties. A conclusion is made that the recent development of Mongolic historical
comparative linguistics has seen what can be termed the Great Move East, i.e. the
gradual shift of Mongolic linguistic studies from Europe and the western part of
Russia directly to the areas inhabited by speakers of the Mongolic languages. There
is a considerable progress in the study of various aspects of the Mongolic languages,
but serious gaps are also observed, e.g. the lack of a historical comparative analysis
of Mongolic syntax and an etymological or comparative dictionary based on modern
linguistic methodology.

Keywords: Mongolic languages, historical and comparative linguistics, historical
phonology, writing systems, historical and comparative grammar, etymological
studies, history of research
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SHIOYA Akifumi H#& #7154

The Association between the Descendants of Sufi Saint Sayyid Ata and the
Khans of Khiva at the Beginning of the 19" Century

Sayyid Ata was one of the most active Sufi saints in the Eurasian Steppe regions
during the post-Mongol period. The early Qongrat khans were eager to secure the
support of Sayyid Ata’s descendants for their campaign to conquer the Aral region
by establishing marital ties with them and making religious donations for the tombs
of Sayyid Ata and his tutor, Hakim Ata. The early Qongrat khans formed ties with
the Ishans of Khojaeli, who were supposedly descendants of Sayyid Ata. The Ishans
of Khojaeli served as administrators for the tomb of Sufi saints near Khojaeli, re-
ceived respect from local inhabitants, and became meditators between the Khivan
and Aral armies when the latter continued to wage fierce battles for the rule of Kho-
jaeli, a strategic point on the border between the southern sedentary and northern
semi-sedentary and semi-nomadic zones. By analyzing descriptions from the
Qongrat court chronicles, Firdaws al-igbal, and information from field surveys
conducted in the Khanate of Khiva in 1873, the author argues that the relationship
between the Qongrat dynasty and the Ishans of Khojaeli was ideologically based on
the early Qongrat rulers’ piety toward the latter, who claimed to be the descendants
of Sayyid Ata. Additionally, this connection favored the early Qongrat leaders’ po-
litical and military conquest of the Aral region and aided in the establishment of a
united royal authority over the Khorezm oasis. Consequently, the author argues that
the Qongrat rulers tried to combine ideals and religious piety with their political and
military motives.

Keywords: Khanate of Khiva, Khorezm, Aral region, Ata’tya order, Sufi saint,
Sayyid Ata.
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<twgzlgTG>tiig(ii)zI(i))g (a)t(1)y - eine neue Lesart zu <twgnlgTG> tog(ii)nl(ii)g
(a)t(1)y in den Tuiiuquq-Inschriften (II, Ostseite 4 [= Kolumne 54])

The Tufiuquq inscription consists of two separate stones. The first stone is preserved
in better condition than the other stone. The inscriptions were erected by Tufiuquq,
advisor and statesman of the Tiirk Khanate. This article focuses on the phrase
<twgnlgTG> in line 54 of the inscriptions. This contribution proposes a new read-
ing and interpretation of the phrase based on historical evidence. Unlike previous
interpretations, I arrive at the conclusion that the phrase <tWgzlgTG> can be read as
tig(ii)zI(ii)g (a)t(1)y and that the phrase here means ‘horse with blaze (on the fore-
head)’.

Keywords: Old Turkic, Tufluquq inscriptions, the line 54, Divan Luyat at-Tiirk,
tiig(i)zI(ii)g (a)t(1)y
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Maksim VYZHLAKOV

Nuances of disappearing and destroying in Tocharian A: The semantics of the
verbs nik-, wik-, mint-, spiark-, nut-, and musk-

There are at least six verbs of disappearance and destruction in Tocharian A that are
often translated synonymously, ndk-, wik-, mdnt-, spdrk-, nut-, and musk-. The anal-
ysis provided in this paper shows that ndk- is the “main” verb in this group, having
the largest number of examples and the widest semantics, ‘to destroy (including
physically); to lose something precious (particularly life); to be destroyed; to perish;
to disappear (mainly by dissipating or supernaturally)’. Wik- has a more specific
meaning, ‘to disappear (of something bad); to drive away, to remove (something
bad)’. Spdrk- also tends to have a narrower meaning than ndk-, that is ‘to vanish, to
disappear (from one’s sight, not supernaturally)’. Its causative paradigm means
either ‘to cause to disappear, remove; to be destroyed (not physically)’ or ‘to break a
normal way/functioning of a process [e.g. fulfilment of wishes]’. The most surpris-
ing result is that the other two verbs, mdn¢- and nut-, probably are not synonymous
to the discussed lexemes at all. Mdnt- means ‘to violate, to defile; to be angry, to
scold; to be violated, defiled’, and the semantics of nut- can be generally described
as ‘to end, to be stopped; to cease, to stop’. Musk- is the only case where the evi-
dence is so scarce and uninformative that it is hard to offer a more specific transla-
tion than ‘to disappear; to destroy’.

Keywords: Tocharian languages, Tocharian A, synonyms, verbs, semantics,
‘destroy’, ‘disappear’
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WANG YingziVE 75 T
Jerim League during the Late Qing Reforms (1907-1911) as a Case Study of
Late Imperial China’s Frontier Policy and Inter-Ethnic Administration

When it comes to the creation of local identity, there are few factors that would
outweigh the name of the surrounding country. Given the importance of the Mongol
and Manchu populations during the construction of the Qing empire in the seven-
teenth century, it is not surprising that the Qing state took the utmost care when
allocating administrative systems to these two key populations in Mongolia and
Manchuria. The Mongolian Jerim League, for the most part of the Qing era, was
controlled under a dual-management system, which allowed for both the League-
Banner system and a civilian administrative system to coexist. As a consequence of
the late Qing reforms (xinzheng #71), the number of Han Chinese migrants entering
the Jerim League territory increased significantly. The new demographic distribution
warranted a series of administrative changes, leading to new institutions which
appeared in the Jerim League. This region, bordering Manchuria, was divided in
1907 into the three jurisdictions of Shengjing %4, Jilin # #k and Heilongjiang
#EYL — mirroring the threefold division of Manchuria into the “Three Provinces of
the North East”. While the Jerim League of Inner Mongolian region became ab-
sorbed into the new Manchurian provinces, the west part of Mongolian region
maintained considerable independence — a division which continues to exist until
this day.

This article argues that in order to maintain stability and to prevent the division
of the Inner Mongolian region, the League-Banner system governing the Jerim
League had to be adjusted, it becoming part of post-Reform Manchuria. The Jerim
League reforms are therefore a case study of Qing frontier policy and of multi-ethnic
administration on the cusp of the Republican era.

Keywords: Late Qing Reforms, Jerim League, Mongolian Banner System, Man-
churia, border governance
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The Horse in Bohai and Jurchen Societies —
Based on Osteological Studies from the
Southern Part of the Russian Far East!

Alexander Alexeevich Kim / Kum Anekcannp AnekceeBud
Bnanusoctokckuii ['ocynapcrBensslii YHuBepcurer JxoHoMuku u CepBuca

Vladivostok State University of Economics and Service

The role of the horse (Equus caballus) in the history of the Bohai and Jurchen states
is well-known. It was intensively used in agriculture, hunting, warfare and
transportation. Chinese annals furthermore provide copious information about horses
used in the military operations waged from Bohai or Jurchen territory. The state of
Bohai (Russ.: Boxait; Kor.: Parhae 2t 3H; Chin./Jap.: Bohai/Bokkai {##F) existed in
what is now the Russian Maritime Region (Primorskij krai/Ilpumopckuii kpait),
North Korea and Northeastern China from the late 7" to the early 10" centuries A.D.
The Jurchen (Chin.: % i&; Russ.: wxypwkonu; Kor.: 0%l) established several
states, most notably the Jin 4 (Jur.: amba-an antfu-un, Great Golden) empire
(1115-1234). The Manchu-led Qing i empire (Man.: Daiging gurun 1644-1912)
can in many ways be regarded as a successor state to the Jin.

The study of the Bohai and Jurchen sites in Russia began in the period 1820—
1850 when Nikita Bichurin / Hukura Buuypun (the Archimandrite lakinf / apxu-
manapur HMakung), Viacheslav Gorskij / Bsiuecna 'opckuit and Vasilii Vasil’ev /
Bacunuii Bacunnses translated several Manchu, Chinese and Korean texts on the Jin
Empire and the Bohai people (Kim 2011), supplementing a great number of frag-
ments from Chinese, Korean and Japanese annals about Mohe, Bohai and the
Jurchen. However, these materials could not provide much insight concerning
horses. In their stead, archaecological material can add new information, in particular
osteological evidence. Since work with osteological remains is complicated and not
inexpensive, Russian scholars in the Primorye region lack the resources to carry out
excavations.

Early strata in Bohai sites abound with bones of young bulls, while in later layers
the bones of older bulls have been found. One logical conclusion has been that the
earliest Bohai settlers raised bulls for beef, but that in later periods, bulls were used
as agrian draft animals, their meat only being consumed when bulls became ill or

1 This article was prepared with support by the DAAD and the Max Planck Institute for the His-
tory of Science.
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grew too old for fieldwork (Kim 2017). Such evidence therefore also reveals how
Bohai agriculture developed in this region.

Despite the great number of Bohai and Jurchen sites excavated by Russian and
Soviet archaeologists (more than 200) and a considerable number of archaeological
publications (Han 2006), Russian experts tended to neglect osteological evidence.
The first osteological studies were published by Ernestina Vital’evna Alekseeva /
OpuectnHa BuranseBHa Anekceesa, Vladislav Innokentevich Boldin / Bagicnas
WNunokenteeBnu bonmua and Lyudmila Efimovna Semenichenko / Jlrommumma
E¢umona Cemennuenko) in the 1980s. These Soviet scholars analysed fragments
of animal bones which had been found in the Shajginskoe, Nikolaevskoe-II and
Novogordeevskoe sites (Alekseeva & Shavkunov 1983). Shavkunov, Boldin and Se-
menichenko had studied archaeology, whereas Alekseeva majored in paleozoology.

However, by the end of the 1990s, Alekseeva moved to Siberia, to complete re-
search on osteological material, incl. fish and birds, which other scholars could not
identify. In the following decades, only small collectives of scholars conducted re-
search at medieval sites, generally of brief duration (Kim 2017). On the basis of
such osteological materials, we can see that in the earliest periods (Sushen i 1H and
Tlou f&#) the inhabitants of the modern Primorye region did not breed horses
(Okladnikov 1959; Okladinokov & Derevyanko 1973) but rather pigs, supplemented
by fishery and hunting. Not even one horse bone could be discovered in excavations
of ancient settlements. The Chinese, Korean and Japanese annals lack information
about economic activity in the southern part of today’s Russian Far East, which is
why we can conclude that in the early era horses simply did not exist.

Horse bones were found by Soviet archaeologists at early medieval sites, namely
Mohe settlements. During this time, Mohe tribes (Russ.: Mox»; Chin.: Mohe ##5;
Kor.: Malgal 2 Z) arrived in the territory of the modern Russian Far East from the
Altai region (Okladnikov 1959). They were nomadic groups who used horses for
many aims. The Mohe subjected the aboriginal populations of the modern Primorye
region and later became assimilated with these. The Mohe also started to use the
kang (a heating system used in East Asia, usually located under the floor and pos-
sessing two or three channels for hot air), learnt how to breed pigs while giving the
local tribes new elements of their own culture and economic activity, for example
horse breeding. The Mohe remained in this area from the third to the eleventh cen-
tury and played a major role in managing relations between the Chinese empires,
Korean kingdoms and Bohai.

Horseback riding became a hallmark of the region and the Mohe gained fame as
warriors and horseback archers. The Mohe took active part in military conflicts be-
tween states on the Korean peninsula and with Chinese empires, which is well docu-
mented in the historical annals. Despite the importance of horsemanship during the
Mohe period, Soviet scholars did not systematically quantify horse bones (Kim
2017). For example, Novogordeevskoe played a big role in Soviet Bohai studies in
the 1980s. The ancient town of Novogordeevskoe is located near a village which
bears the same name. It is a multilayer site which included two Bohai layers. Situ-



The Horse in Bohai and Jurchen Societies 157

ated near the Arsenyevka River, it has two layers with Bohai remnants. During the
excavations of 1972—-1973, Soviet archeologists collected a number of artifacts and
remains, including 5,500 animal bones or bone fragments (Alekseeva, Boldin 1989).
But they did not identify such osteological evidence.

The Novogordeevskoe / HoBoropaeesckoe site by the Arsenyevka / ApceHbeBka,
river (pre-Russified name: Daubi-He / [layonxe) was discovered in 1887 by Fedor
Fedorovich Busse / ®@enop @enoporuu bycce, chairman of the Society for the Study
of the Amur Region (Obshhestvo izucheniia Amurskogo kraia / O6miecTBo m3yde-
U AMypckoro kpas). However, it was not before E. V. Shavkonov’s excavation of
1965/6 that archaeological fieldwork was carried out. Several ancient and medieval
cultural layers were discovered and Shavkunov obtained a sizeable number of
archaeological artifacts, securing this site for future excavations. The next Soviet
archaeologist to work at Novogordeevskoe was L. E. Semenichenko, who excavated
medieval layers during 1970-1973. She found many archaeological artifacts, paid
attention to osteological materials and collected animal bones from this site. The
third scholar to arrive was V. 1. Boldin, during the field seasons of 1986 and 1987.
Also he discovered a great number of archaeological artifacts and osteological finds
(Alekseeva & Boldin 1989). The three Soviet had all been trained in Bohai and
Jurchen studies.

In the above-mentioned Bohai sites, Soviet specialists excavated bones of foxes,
bears, badgers, forest pigs, otters, sables, martens, weasels, elks, spotty deers,
Manchurian and white hares, beavers, squirrels, raccoons, dogs et cetera, as well as
bones of household animals — dogs, horses, swine, cattle and fowl (Alekseeva &
Boldin 1986). However, many bones had been broken by humans or damaged by ro-
dents. Alekseeva analysed the collected materials and concluded that some bones
could not be identified. Moreover, the contemporary research equipment was not ad-
vanced and computer support absent. Small bone fragments or unknown osteological
materials could not be identified as belonging to certain animals. In Bohai, layers the
bones of wild animals consisted of 23.2-26 percent and of household animals 74—
76.8 percent of all collected osteological materials.

The Konstantinovskoe site has several layers, from the Neolithic period to the
period of the Korean village, which existed until the 1930s (period of the Stalinist
repressions). We can therefore deduce that this location provided security and mate-
rial comfort. Russian archaeologists excavated part of this site (Bohai and Jurchen
layers) in 1992-1993 and found close to 3,000 bones (Alekseeva & Boldin 1994).
When Russian scholars analysed evidence of domestic animals in Konstantinovskoe,
the bones of, for example, dogs (Canidae), horses (Equus caballus), pigs (Suidae)
and bulls (Bovidae) were found — alongside bones of parasitic animals such as mice
(Microtus) and rats (Rattus).

Alekseeva compared bones of domesticated (pig, dog) and wild (fox, deer) ani-
mals and concluded that some medieval animals differed greatly from modern ani-
mals in bone structure. The results of her excavation show the changes in agriculture
in this region. Based on their analysis of osteological materials, the specialists could
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state that in the earliest layer of Konstantinovskoe locality, dog meat played a big
role, but in the late layer the situation had changed — medieval inhabitants became
eaters of pork. Hence pig-breeding developed and Bohai people began to use dogs
mainly for hunting and as sentry animals. Certainly, inhabitants of this site ate dogs,
but not in large numbers like one or two centuries before.

We can see the same situation in horse breeding. In the earliest period, Russian
scholars found horse bones, which consisted of 14,3 % of all osteological materials
from this layer, but in the late layer horse remains merely amounted to 3.1 percent.
All bones belonged to adult animals, which were small in size. This information
confirmed Chinese and Korean annals about the dietary habits of Bohai, who did not
consume horse meat. It was probably a tradition taken over from the equestrian
Mohe, who like other nomadic tribes valued horses too much to consume them as
food. The quality of horses as friendly peers on their eternal journeying is reflected
in the Turkmen saying: Irden turda atyiiy gor, atafidan sori ataiiy (Awakening in the
morning, call first on your father, and then on your horse) (Kim & Nazarova 2017).

The Mohe were of crucial importance in the establishment of Bohai state, re-
flected in the great number of Mohe-Bohai sites in the modern Primorye region.
Whatever their cultural development and size, almost all of them produced great
amounts of equine bones, except for the rather exceptional Utesnoe-4 (Kim & Bur-
donov & Mezentsev 2020). Archaeological artifacts, such as remants of harnesses,
provide information about the use of horses in economic activity, as well as for the
important aspect of transport and riding while hunting (Alekseeva & Boldin 1989).

The same goes for cultural ceremonies, such as sacrifices. However, the major
role in sacrificial rites was allocated to the pig, followed by the horse. In our region,
we can state that the aboriginal inhabitants were swineherds, with particularly many
sacrifices of pigs having been proven for the settlements of Ilou (Okladnkov &
Derevyanko 1973), which existed for long time before the arrival of the Mohe tribes.
When and where horses could become sacrificial objects is unclear. We can make
conjectures based on certain traditions amongst the modern descendants of the
Jurchen, esp. the Nanai, Udigae or other minorities of the Russian Far East. Such
sacrifices may not necessarily have involved horses, but could have involved useful
household animals (Samar), in particular during times of natural disasters or serious
illness.

Osteological materials at Jurchen sites suggest the important role of horses. Eq-
uine bones (324 pieces or fragments) rank second after bovine (Bos Taurus) bones
(2,105) (Alekseeva & Shavkunov 1983). Russian archaeologists such as Alekseeva
explained the absence of sheds for household animals at the Shajginskoe site with
the fact that the animals generally stayed on the farmstead but in winter inside the
home. In her research, Alekseeva found that 80-90 percent of bones belonged to
small-size horses. This horse had a long body and was of short stature in comparison
with normal-sized horses (Equus ferus caballus) (Alekseeva & Shavkunov 1983).
Initially, Alekseeva believed that this “Mohe horse” was an indigenous, rather mi-
nute, pony-like animal (Alekseeva & Shavkunov 1983). She later changed her opin-
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ion to having originated from the Korean peninsula (Alekseeva & Besednov 1996),
because such horses had been verified during the Koguryo period. Research during
the 1990s, however, convinced her of significant differences to Korean horses,
found many differences in the bone structures between the Korean and Mohe horses.
As result, Alekseeva started to imagine the Mohe-Bohai-Jurchen horse as a kind of
the cave forest animal, which was relatively recent. Other animal bones found were
those of the hyena (or a similar animal), gopher (extinct in Far East Russia), reindeer
(ditto) and beaver. Artem’eva posits, following excavations at a number of Jurchen
sites, that these horses were Przewalski horses® (Equus przewalskii caballus, see pic-
ture 1), since this horse could be found in the modern Primorye region until recently.

However, both positions are not unproblematic from an archaeological view-
point. Firstly, the tribes of the modern south of the Russian Far East did not leave
behind any equine bones, including any of the Mohe horse. Therefore, we can con-
clude that the horse used by the Mohe was not a local animal, thus not at home in
forest caves. However, in our opinion, Alekseeva was right about the Mohe horse as
a forest animal. We believe that this horse arrived with Mohe tribes in the territory
of the modern Primorye region and Manchuria. Since the Mohe originated in the Al-
tai region, the Mohe horse must also stem from there.

The fauna of the Altai region is only home to two types of local horses: the
Mongolian horse (see picture 3) and the Yakutian horse (see picture 2). However,
the Mongolian horse measures 120 cm at the withers, whereas osteological evidence
from Bohai and Jurchen sites in the Primorye suggests that the Mohe horse reached
nearly 135 cm and its Yakutian counterpart around 140 cm. The Mohe horse, in our
opinion, was related to the Yakutian horse, for a number of reasons explained as fol-
lows.

Both the Mongolian and the Przewalski horses have developed molars, but as
herbivores both horses lack strong incisors. The Mohe horse, however, has both
developed molars and incisors. The Yakutian horse shares this characteristic, using
its developed incisors for eating tree bark and also for defending itself against wild
dogs and wolves. Its molars allow the Yakutian horse to function as an effective
grass eater. All taken into account, the Yakutian horse is more adapted to life in the
forest, compared to others. We can thus conclude that Alekseeva's hypothesis of the
Mohe horese as a forest dweller was accurate.

We can observe that in Bohai sites on today’s Russian territory nearly 90 percent
of equine bones belonged to Mohe horses, and 80 percent in Jurchen sites. But al-
though both populations entertained intensive trade contacts with China, they
nevertheless preferred small horses. The Primorye region was peripheral to the Bo-
hai state and to the Jurchen empire, largely located in Manchuria, while the situation
concerning horses in northeastern and central China was different. In the provinces
with developed Chinese agriculture, the population preferred to work with Equus
ferus caballus, dictated by the material conditions and economic activity of the

2 Private discussion in 2005.
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inhabitants. However, for the Bohai and Jurchen people the small horse was more
important in other aspects.

The Bohai army consisted close to 80 percent of cavalry, an effective weapon in
the war of 732733 between Bohai and the Tang empire. Small horses were used by
the Bohai forces because they could move over rugged terrain. The Yakutian horse
could accomplish the same, but this was impossible for an Equus ferus caballus.
Moreover, these horses took part in the hunting by battue practised by Bohai and
Jurchen game hunters, attacking their prey from two flanks — which was also a
method of attack employed by the cavalries of nomadic armies. As a result of this
type of hunting, Mohe horse had experience in big game hunting (tigers, elks or
bears), undeterred by arrows or big animals (such as the Bactrian camels used in
Mongolia and Manchuria). Mohe horses consume different kinds of the food, includ-
ing grass and bark, and are generally highly agile forest animals. With such a
wondrous weapon, the Bohai army in 732 effectively expelled the Chinese army
from Manchuria, only to be halted near Madoushan Mountain (bordering today’s
Great Wall) after the Chinese military resorted to blocking the road with large rocks
(Kim 2015). This, of course, proved to be an insurmountable obstacle even to the
Mohe cavalry.

The Jurchens were highly developed horse breeders. During its formative years,
the Jurchen army of the Jin state (1115-1235) consisted between 70 and 90 percent
of cavalrymen. According to materials from the Liao shi # 32 (History of the Liao
Empire), the Khitan waged military expeditions against Jurchen tribes in 11" cen-
tury. In one single expedition against Jurchen tribes, the Khitans received near
200,000 horses as their trophy (Vorob’ev 1975). Osteological research has shown
that these horses were small in size. Such horses were not only important for Jurchen
military and economic activity, many of them were reared for export. The states of
the Korean peninsula were avid importers of horses from the Jurchen tribes.

Chinese annals referred to the Jurchen cavalry of the Jin to the effect that they
used small horses in warfare, despite also having normal-sized horses. Because the
Mohe horse can move in temperatures ranging from plus 40 to minus 60 degrees
Celsius, it was very useful in wars in central China between autumn and spring. This
property influenced the military activity of the Jin against the Song armies, mostly in
the autumn and winter months. When the Jurchen cavalry became active in the
Mongolian steppe in the 1130s (Goncharov 1986), they successfully battled against
Mongol tribes. These two examples show that Mohe horses adapted to greatly vary-
ing circumstances — conditions that would have been impossible for the Equus ferus
caballus. Modern Mongolian and Yakutian horses, however, are fully capable of do-
ing so.

During the winter, household animals normally stayed indoors in the living quar-
ters (Alekseeva & Shavkunov 1983). For horses, however, this was impossible, be-
cause Jurchen homes were small and concentrated near the kang. The kang played a
very important role for family life in the Bohai and Jurchen periods, especially in the
winter periods. Usually, Jurchen families were big, a fact confirmed by archaeologi-
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cal and written sources. In this situation, horses would not have had a place in an
ordinary Jurchen house. This would have been the case in the homes of wealthier
Jurchens, but most cavalrymen were ordinary commoners.

Moreover, during military expeditions many Jurchen rode two horses as mini-
mum: one horse for transport and one for battle. We also note that each Jurchen
horseman had an alisi (armour-bearer) (Vorob’ev 1975), each of whom also had two
horses: one horse for transport, the other for baggage. Baggage would include food,
armour, weapons, medication, tents and receptacles for spoils. Therefore, alisi some-
times had two horses for baggage. Moreover, in annals we read of “armoured alisi”,
which indicates that in some cases alisi took part in battles. Clearly, their baggage
would include weapons and armour both for the warrior and for the alisi. In almost
all cases, the principal warrior and the alisi were relatives from the same house, such
as father and son.

How would a family have accommodated four horses, as a minimum number?
This would have necessitated a stable, not a human accommodation as with a single
horse. This challenge was accomplished by means of the meng ‘an-mouke 5 %55 57,
(Jur.: mingan moumuks) formula, the fundamental socio-economic system which
united the economic aspects of a household with its military duties. The heads of the
meng an-mouke unit belonged to the Jurchen aristocracy and military elite and the
system itself played a big role in all aspects of Jurchen society (Kim 2012). Each
mengan consisted of 10 mouke. One mouke included 100 houses (Vorob’ev 1975).
Apart from its defensive role, mouke looked after specific herds of horses during the
night, especially in walled compounds. Moreover, in each Jurchen city we observe
vast open spaces, used by the population to let herds of horses graze. Probably, these
herds were under the control of a civilian mouke head.

For this reason we believe that in Bohai and Jurchen towns and settlements,
horses stayed outside people’s homes. Horses in Mohe, Bohai and Jurchen settle-
ments thus must have had a thick layer of body hair in order to endure the severity of
the winter. We assume that the Bohai had a system resembling mouke. Because after
the destruction of the Bohai state by Khitans in 926, the Bohai people organised
themselves for emigration to Koryo, moving in groups of 100, 300 and 500 house-
holds (Kim 2019). These numbers are similar to the mouke system and suggest that
their horses were kept in the same way. During the Manchu era, the mouke system
was transformed to one of mukun, each consisting of 100 houses (Vorob’ev 1975)
and each mukun sharing a common herd of horses.

Temperatures in a winter night in the Primorye region can plunge to minus 50
degrees, but we know for certain that even 40 degrees subzero is not comfortable for
a Przewalski horse. Yakutian horses, however, can withstand temperatures of minus
60 degrees, and are thus popular with the aboriginal populations in the Republic of
Saha. The attached pictures illustrate that Mongolian and Yakutian horses are richly
covered in hair. As we can see, the osteological evidence from Bohai and Jurchen
sites can complement historical information on these medieval societies and provide
a basis for analysing the economic system of the medieval Far East.
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Skeletons of the Yakutian and Mohe horses are similar in many details, but
Mohe horses can frequently be recognised by the saline bulges on their bones, a
problem possibly related to malnutrition (Alekseeva & Besednov 1996). However,
since Bohai and Jurchen warriors used this animal for hunting and warfare, they are
likely to have provided good nutrition for their Mohe horses. After all, they de-
pended on their horses in many ways.

We can thus conclude that the small horse which lived in the south part of the
Russian Far East during the Mohe, Bohai and Jurchen periods, was very much akin
to the Yakutian horse. As a result of Manchu military activity, in 16™—17" C. almost
all inhabitants in today’s Primorye moved to Manchuria with their domestic animals,
including horses. Only small groups of aboriginal populations remained, who lived
in deep forests and did not used horses, invisible to the Manchu army. Once Russian
military contingents arrived in the modern Primorye region during the second half of
the 19" century, they did not encounter any kind of horse.
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